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cannot help flattering myself that the great coldness at
present is owing to people being in expectation and doubt
with respect to what Pitt means to do in regard to peace."a
Two interesting facts about this agitation are worth
notice. The first is that the practice followed in the economy
agitation by which speakers who were hostile to the views
of the meeting were given a fair hearing was carefully
observed, and Lord Hood was listened to without any dis-
order at Fox's tremendous meeting in Palace Yard. The
second is that as the anti-Reform campaign assumed in
many cases the character of an anti-Dissenter Campaign,
a fact that was partly due to the Liberal enthusiasm of
Dr. Priestley and Dr. Price, it is not without importance,
in view of the argument that the Test and Corporation Acts
were virtually inoperative, to notice that at the Bedford
County Meeting to oppose the Bills, the speakers insisted
on the injustice of committing such vast authority to a
magistrate or a sheriff, when those offices were closed against
Dissenters.
In 1797 Fox thought the struggle was over and the
doom of the liberties of his country finally sealed. During
the American War the Whigs had chosen a secession from
Parliament in 17762 as a dramatic protest, and Fox had
an additional argument for secession in 1797 in the impo-
tence to which, in his eyes, Pitt had reduced Parliament
He consoled Grey five years later for his father's peerage
by remarking that the House of Commons had in a great
measure ceased to be a place of much importance. " I am
very much concerned indeed to hear of your father's peerage,
more especially as I understand it vexes you very much,
It is undoubtedly a provoking event: but according to my
notions, the constitution of the country is declining so rapidly,
that the House of Commons has in great measure ceased,
and will shortly entirely cease to be a place of much import-
1  Memorials and Correspondence, vol. iiL pp. 129, 130, Feb. iS, 1796.
2  On that occasion Fox was against secession, vide letter to Rockingham,
October 1776.    Memorials and Correspondence, vol. i. p. 145.